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Dear Fellow Master Gardeners: 

I am so very proud and happy to be a member of the University of Georgiaôs 

Master Gardener Extension Volunteers (MGEVs).  The volunteer services we 

offer through our local Cooperative Extension chapters provide our communities 

with the latest research-based gardening science which is taught in the Master 

Gardener Program.  I am also very proud to be a part of GMGA.  It is our mission 

to support and advocate for all MGEVs.  And together, we absolutely make a 

difference in the lives of those we assist by sharing our gardening knowledge. 

It is that time of year when we begin to look forward to spending time with family 

and friends during the holiday season   It is also the time when we elect members 

of GMGAôs Board for 2019.  This yearôs candidates are outstanding MGEVs who 

will work diligently in the upcoming year for all of you across our state.   Please 

remember to cast your vote by December 1.    

Finally, if you are not already, we cordially invite you to become a GMGA 

member by visiting our website at: https://georgiamastergardeners.org.    

Sincere best wishes to all of you from all of us at GMGA for a wonderful holiday 

season! 

Kind Regards, 

Glenda  

Glenda Garris,   GMGA President 2018 

glendagarris@bellsouth.net  

https://georgiamastergardeners.org
mailto:glendagarris@bellsouth.net
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Live for the Lab Facebook Live Series! 

 
The UGA College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences is excited to premiere the second 

season of our Live from the Lab Facebook Live series, which will begin at 10 a.m.. 

 

We will talk to a real-life scientist at CAES on Facebook Live at  

https://www.facebook.com/UGACAES/ .  ñWeôll break down their research into digestible 

tidbits and take questions from our audience members.ò 

 

Nov. 30: Cecilia McGregor,   How better watermelon means better summers  

(https://www.facebook.com/events/160426798159310/) 

 

Dec. 7: Ash Sial,   How insect ecology could lead to more sustainable farms  

(https://www.facebook.com/events/288953448314429/) 

 
Each episode lasts about 30 minutes, including the question and answer sessions. 

 

Full details are available here:  

http://www.caes.uga.edu/news/story.html?

storyid=7641&story=Live-from-the-Lab 
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Membership Dues Increase 

Effective January 1, 2019, the membership fees for 

GMGA will be increased to $20 for individual members 

and friends and to $30 for those joining as a couple. This 

increase in dues, after more than 14 years, will enable 

GMGA to dedicate more to support of grants and 

scholarships and provide even stronger support for 

Georgia MGEVs.   

As a member of GMGA you are entitled to join us in 

exclusive field trips not generally open to the public. 

Behind the scene tours, exceptional guides and private 

sites and gardens are often made available to our 

members. Additionally, reduced conference fees and 

leadership training opportunities are available only to 

GMGA members.  

 

Consider joining us or renewing your membership today, 

before the rates increase. Five dollars from each individual 

membership will be returned to your local Master 

Gardening Organization" 

https://www.facebook.com/UGACAES
https://www.facebook.com/events/160426798159310/
https://www.facebook.com/events/288953448314429/
http://www.caes.uga.edu/news/story.html?storyid=7641&story=Live-from-the-Lab
http://www.caes.uga.edu/news/story.html?storyid=7641&story=Live-from-the-Lab
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Board Candidates   

Bios For New Officers    2019 

Patricia Lewis (Patti) - NE2 is a Master Gardener from Hall County, where she has 

served for14 (certified in 2004).  She has several Master Gardener interests and projects:  

Co-Chair ï Cherokee Bluffs Park Roberts Cabin period garden 

Former Member of Steering Committee for Gardens on Green public garden, a cooperative 

effort between the Hall County School System and HCMG 

Director of Music at St. Michael Catholic Church in Gainesville, Ga. 

Current President of Hall County Master Gardeners Corporation 

Certified Master Naturalist 

Member of GNPS 

 

She holds a BSA in Biological Sciences from UGA (1987).  Patti and her husband Dan have 

two sons.    She can be reached at 5060 Blackberry Lane, Buford, Ga. 30518.  Email Address: 

Lfunnyfarm@netzero.net  Phone:  678-316-8297.      

George Jeburk - President, is a retired principal (2005), also worked part-time with the 

city of Morrow at the Morrow Tourist Center where he supervised a program thru Work-tec to 

teach work place skills to Adults with Disabilities, where he received the Community Partner of 

the Year Award 2011.   He also worked at Georgia State University as a part-time Instructor, 

supervising student teachers.   

After working a total of 50 years he officially retired in 2017.  His volunteer opportunities 

include  The Hands of Hope Clinic in Henry County(2005-present), Three Henry County 

Schools (2010-present), Toastmasters International (2008-present) where he was recognized 

twice as a Distinguished Toastmaster.   

He is an active Clayton County Master Gardeners (2010-present) and District Director 4NW-

GMGA (2018-present) member of the State Advisory Board for the MGEV (2017-present)  and 

Connecting Henry Co. (GED Program, 2015-present).  
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Jackie Williams - NW3 jkwill82@hotmail.com.  Jacqueline (Jackie) Williams lives in 

Watkinsville, in Oconee County.  She is a retired school teacher having taught both elementary 

and middle school students.  Since she retired, she has been actively involved with 

volunteering. 

 

Jackie took the Master Gardener course in 1996 and has been actively involved in projects since 

that time.  She helped build a butterfly garden, develop a Nature Center and install a bog garden 

at the school where she was teaching.  She has volunteered at the State Botanical Garden, with 

most of her hours in the greenhouse at the Garden.  She has assisted with plant sales, tours of 

the garden and the annual Flea Market. 

  

Because the Athens Master Gardener organization is involved in so many projects, Jackie has 

been able to help out with many of those, including the two Plant-a-Row vegetable gardens 

which Athens plants, maintains, and harvests.  She has also helped design, purchase, and direct 

the planting of Habitat for Humanity yards.   

 

Jackie is a past president of the Athens Area Master Gardening Association. She grew up on a 

farm and acquired her love of growing plants from her mother.  The family always had a 

vegetable garden with a long row of bright colored zinnias along with the rows of vegetable.  

Although the flowers made the garden prettier, they also attracted pollinators.  She has had a 

passion for planting all her life; but, after retirement, she has had more time to devote to her 

hobby.  She especially enjoys all the gardeners she has met along the way. 

Mel enjoys teaching others to grow, harvest, preserve & prepare the garden's bounty and finds 

joy and fulfillment in living well through outdoor activity, healthy eating, faith and building 

community.  

Focused on growing other gardeners, creating beautiful outdoor spaces, encouraging health & 

fitness through outdoor activity, and opening the door to blessings and balance found in 

gardening.   

Mel Brannen - VP Education, has faithfully served at the District Director for NW3 

(Metro Atlanta) for the past three years.  Many of you have met this dynamic gardener at your 

local meetings.  Mel has been gardening since she was a teenager - creating a vegetable garden 

behind her familyôs garage in rich Illinois soil.    

A graduate of UGA, Mel spent 30+ years in Industrial Marketing & Sales as well as Change 

Management before retiring in 2013.  She has always had a vegetable garden to bring fresh, or-

ganic produce to her familyôs table and sells organic produce throughout the year from her 

backyard garden.   

mailto:jkwill82@hotmail.com
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Marjorie Stansel - VP for Project Grants, is a former President of the Georgia 

Master Gardener Association, is married and lives in Winston, Georgia.  She became a Master 

Gardener in 2009 and a Master Naturalist in 2010.  She is in her sixth term as President of the 

Douglas County Master Gardener.  In 2013, she served as Treasurer of DCMGA and was 

awarded Volunteer of the Year status.  She is currently the Vice President - Project Grants for 

GMGA.  In addition to speaking on topics related to gardening for civic and master gardener 

groups, Marjorie writes regular articles for gardening newsletters, local magazines and the 

local newspaper. 

Prior to taking up the ñshovelò, Marjorie was legal administrator for Bondurant, Mixson & 

Elmore, a litigation firm in midtown for more than 25 years.  She retired in 2003, and is active 

in her church as a member of the Faith in Action Committee and Servants Hands quilting 

group.  Her Master Gardener projects in Douglas County include co-chair of the Vegetable 

Garden (donated 4,600 lbs of vegetables to local charities), chair of the Nature Trail, and chair 

of the Butterfly Trail.  She is a founding member of the Douglas County Butterfly Trail with 

11 public butterfly gardens listed on the Rosalynn Carter Butterfly Trail.  She has designed 

the last two butterfly gardens on the trail.  Marjorie is also involved with MGSprouts and the 

Penny McHenry Hydrangea Festival.  She is Horticulture Chair of the Penny McHenry 

Hydrangea Festival in Douglas County and a participant in the annual Fairy Garden display 

for that Festival.  She also serves as a Board Member for Keep Douglas County Beautiful. 

Elizabeth Dietz - VP Membership   Liz retired 5 years ago as the Senior Manager of a 

Global Product Support group for a Bio-Medical Supply Company in Delaware.  She has over 

40 years of laboratory work with 28 years of experience in complaint handling systems and 

quality assurance.    Upon retiring, she and her husband Bob relocated to Georgia to be closer to 

family.  Liz has always had a passion for gardening and became a Master Gardener in 

2014.  She has been very active with the Hall County organization as the President, future Vice 

President and organizer of the most recent Expos in 2018. 
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Natalie Meador - VP Communications is a graduate of the 2016 Forsyth County 

Master Gardener Class. After retiring from her career as a healthcare IT executive, she cur-

rently serves as the Garden Advisor for the Live Well Gardens at Forsyth County Senior Ser-

vices.  The garden is in the process of creating a sensory garden and has initiated a garden 

club this past year.  She lives in Suwanee with her husband and has two daughters and seven 

grandchildren.  She and her husband love to travel the world and scuba dive. 

  

Rose Marie Hardman - NE4  is married to Jerry Hardman and they reside in Au-

gusta.  They have three grown children, and several grandchildren. .Rose Marie has partici-

pated in multiple AAMG work projects, and for the past two years she, along with her hus-

band, has managed the Master Gardener Booth at the Augusta Home and Garden Show. 

Thousands of people visit that booth each year.  .Rose Marie was recently elected as a Direc-

tor to the AAMG Board . She possesses strong organizational skills  and works well with 

groups very effectively. 

 

Charles Chance - NW4 is a Korea War Veteran. He  is a  graduate of Fairleigh Dickin-

son University and holds a degree in Biology and minor in Chemistry   He was  employed 

with Burroughs Wellcome for 34 years in a variety of positions. He has been a Master Gar-

dener in Rockdale County since 1997 and a Master Naturalist for several years.  Charles has 

taught classes on site visits and currently moderates seminars on botany and gardening.  He 

is currently a candidate for Rockdale Soil and Water Conservation District. 

 

Elaine Jones - VP Marketing is retired from Careminders Home Care where she 

served as COO.  During her 40 year career she held leadership positions in several multina-

tional companies. Her experience includes the planning, design and management of market-

ing and operational materials. She has lectured on a national speakers bureau and is a  pub-

lished author of "Total Quality Management for Home Care."  Elaine lives in Dahlo-

nega,  She belongs to the GA Mountains Master Gardener organization where she is respon-

sible for a project at the University of Georgia taking care of the greenhouse and atrium. 
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The GMGA Nominating Committee presents the following slate of candidates to serve 

beginning January 1, 2019.   You may vote for the entire slate or for individual 

candidates.  Nominations for GMGA Board & District Directors to serve in 2019 are 

 

PRESIDENT ï George Jeburk, Henry County  

VICE PRESIDENT- COMMUNICATIONS ï Natalie Meador, Forsyth County  

VICE PRESIDENT ï EDUCATION ï Mel Brannen, Forsyth County 

VICE PRESIDENT ï GRANTS ï Marjorie Stansel, Douglas County 

VICE PRESIDENT ï MARKETING ï Elaine Jones, Lumpkin County 

VICE PRESIDENT ï MEMBERSHIP ï Elizabeth Dietz, Hall County 

SECRETARY ï NANCY SHIPLEY, Paulding County  

TREASURER ï Linda Nunez, Douglas County 

DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NE2, Patti Lewis, Hall County  

DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NE3, Jackie Williams, Oconee County 

DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NE4, Rose Marie Hardman, Richmond County 

DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NW4, Charles Chance, Henry County 

DISTRICT DIRECTOR, SE1, Steve Taylor, Chatham County 

CENTRAL DISTRICT, Diane Stephens, Houston County 

 

The following candidates were elected for a two-year term in 2017 and will not appear on 

this ballot:  District Directors Kate Posey, Brook Nations, Debra Stockton, Pat Striplin, 

and Annie Barbas.  

 

______I vote for the entire slate of candidates  

______I vote for the following candidates only  

 

___PRESIDENT ï George Jeburk, Henry County  

___VICE PRESIDENT- COMMUNICATIONS ï Natalie Meador, Forsyth County  

___VICE PRESIDENT ï EDUCATION ï Mel Brannen, Forsyth County 

___VICE PRESIDENT ï GRANTS ï Marjorie Stansel, Douglas County 

___VICE PRESIDENT ï MARKETING ï Elaine Jones, Lumpkin County 

___VICE PRESIDENT ï MEMBERSHIP ï Elizabeth Dietz, Hall County 

___SECRETARY ï NANCY SHIPLEY, Paulding County 

___TREASURER ï Linda Nunez, Douglas County 

___DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NE2, Patti Lewis, Hall County 

___DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NE3, Jackie Williams, Oconee County 

___DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NE4, Rose Marie Hardman, Richmond County 

___DISTRICT DIRECTOR, NW4, Charles Chance, Henry County 

___DISTRICT DIRECTOR, SE1, Steve Taylor, Chatham County 

___CENTRAL DISTRICT, Diane Stephens, Houston County 

 

 

 

_____________________________ Signature 

Print Name 

 

Mail to: GMGA Membership, P.O. Box 1846, Flowery Branch GA 30542  
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Native Pollinator Habitat in Effingham County  

At Lost Plantation Golf Club 

 

Project History   A native pollinator habitat was started in October of last year and involved 

5 Master Gardeners and another 6 people from the community. It is 200 square feet in area, 

with 100 native plants, bordered by an additional wildflower garden on two sides. 

The site is owned by the City of Rincon having easy access and 

good public visibility. It is located at 400 Willowpeg Way, Rincon, 

GA. 31326.  Our project is educational and informative. We have 

focused on both educational and instructional aspects. 

Brochure Developed   A brochure was developed that provides 

an overview of Pollinator Gardens and the critical need to ensure 

both native plant and pollinator numbers increase.  Please let us 

know if you wish to have a copy of this brochure.  

(mick.sims@gmail.com).  Pictures shown are part of the brochure.   

 

Sign added to our Garden at 

Lost Plantation Golf Club   The 

City of Rinconôs NATIVE 

POLLINATOR HABITAT sign has 

been finished and placed at a 

prominent spot at our Native 

Pollinator Garden on 27 September.  

The City of Rincon has received the 

$340 from Georgia Master Gardener 

Association Grant. The sign has a 

pocket for our tri-fold brochure that 

explains the value of pollinator 

gardens to our community and can be 

used as a teaching tool at our schools. 

The support of many from our Community, the City of Rincon, Effingham County Extension, 

our Master Gardeners, and grant funding from Coastal WildScapes and USDA last year, and 

Georgia Master Gardeners Association grant this year are greatly appreciated.  All of you 

should be proud of your support as this will propel us to expand our gardens in Georgia. 

Additionally, we are currently assisting the Effingham County School System's High School Ag 

Instructors (Ms. Alisha Richardson, Mr. Ben Richardson, and Mr. Marvin Kersey) and their 

classes to add three Pollinator Gardens at the Honey Ridge Plantation. 

We are grateful to YOU for the support of this project.  Thank you very much, 

Rosemary & Mick Sims, Elizabeth Lewis - - MGEVs from Effingham County 
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 Raised Planting Bed Grant from GMGA  
By: Dee A. Boggus, Pickens County Master Gardener 

The Pickens County Master Gardeners group received their GMGA grant award 

to construct two raised planting beds a few months after the application was 

submitted in February of 2018. By then the group had already formed a standing committee and 

planned a workshop to instruct the public about the steps required to build a raised planting bed. 

Once the funds were received at the Pickens County Extension Office, a representative of the 

group purchased the lumber and assorted materials needed to complete the project. After the 

purchase (see attached materials list) some time passed to allow the pressure treated wood to 

dry out and to choose a workday that both weather and schedules would permit for the group to 

proceed with construction. Luckily, the group was given permission to build the two raised beds 

adjacent to the office and a local park so that the beds could be cared for easily and would be 

viewed by members of the public visiting the park.  

The construction of both beds (refer to Steps to 

Constructing a Raised Planting Bed handout and 

diagram) was mostly completed by mid-day with 

the help of the 7 committee members- the 

exception being the picture frame seating boards 

that were added the next day to dress the top of the 

beds. Very few of the boards had to be cut , so 

construction mostly consisted of drilling and attaching the boards with screws. Careful attention 

was taken in leveling the site as well as squaring the corners of each bed. A soil mix of clay and 

well-rotted mulch was delivered the next week by Southscape Landscaping Supply, and soil 

amendments (pearlite and peat moss) were added. A soil sample was taken before the beds were 

planted. 

The committee made the decision to plant one raised bed with cool weather vegetables and the 

other with herbaceous perennials that would attract a variety of pollinators. Most of the 

perennials were harvested as transplants from the groupôs yards. One committee member 

offered to make plant tags with clay pot shards and another offered to create a plant data base 

with detailed horticultural requirements that would be posted in the Pickens Master Gardener 

office. Hopes are that this will increase interaction between park visitors and the MG group. 

The ñBoost Your Gardening Skills with Raised Planting 

Bedsò construction workshop was relatively well attended 

(considering a short advertising allotment) with 12 

attending. The main objective for this workshop was to 

demonstrate how to construct a raised planting bed and 

how to adapt a raised bed to a table planting bed.  
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Secondary objectives were to answer questions regarding planting beds. One of the first 

questions asked at the workshop was about the safety of using pressure treated wood in a 

planting bed, but handouts on this issue printed out from UGAôs website reassured that this was 

no longer an issue using lumber purchased from the big box stores of today.  

Later workshops will cover topics such as vegetable gardening, pollinating gardens, dividing 

and transplanting perennial plants, sewing plants and flowers from seed, and many other issues 

that can be demonstrated in our raised bed gardens. The newly planted beds will also be easily 

accessed by visitors to the adjacent park and identifiers will be posted beside each plant 

specimen to help answer questions by interested gardeners. 

 

Pickens County Master Gardeners would like to thank the GMGA for the grant award and the 

opportunities it has already created to educate others concerning gardening. These opportunities 

will continue; as more workshops are planned for next year using the beds and their plant 

materials to demonstrate bulb propagation, perennial division, pruning, rooting, and planting 

techniques, and seed gathering methods. 

Field Trip to Chattahoochee Nature Center in Roswell 

 

Amid the beautiful fall foliage and native plants, GMGA 

members and friends toured the Chattahoochee Nature 

Center on September 28th.  Attendees were treated to 

tales of the Cherokee, early Roswell settlers, and the 

amazing growth of one of the Southôs premier nature 

centers and animal rehab programs from its humble 

beginning forty years ago. 

The fauna of the CNC represents seven specifically 

designed micro-climates among its 127 acres. The famed 

Hightower Indian Trail which led to the Cherokee 

capital near Rome crosses the grounds and participants 

had the opportunity to hike along it.  

Approximately 100,000 students primarily from Atlanta visit the grounds every year. The 

Georgia Master Naturalist year-long course for adults at the CNC fills almost immediately and 

is definitely worth checking out!! 
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Jacob Williams  

Agricultural and Natural  

Resource Agent, Union-Towns County 

 

In June of this year Jacob Williams became the new 

Agricultural and Natural Resource Agent for Union/ 

Towns Counties as well as TUMGA Master Gardener 

sponsor.  In this short time he has developed an admiration 

for TUMGA and is impressed with the work ethic/donated hours of the group as well as their 

worthwhile projects.  

Upon meeting him the first time, his kind demeanor and qualifications are what are most 

striking.  He has a B.S. from Auburn University, with majors in Soils and Agronomy with 

involvement in the Weed Society.  In 2016 he completed his M.S. from Auburn, again majoring 

in Agronomy.  His research work there was in watermelon and tomato culture. His first job 

after college was with Speedling Wholesale Nursery which brought him to the Blairsville area. 

One of the first questions asked was, ñwhat made you interested in the Extension Service?ò  He 

stated he clearly sees his life goals aligning with the goals of the Extension Service.  

Admittedly, that is a very good answer.  Probing further, I found that Jacob, the son of 

missionaries, grew up in Africa--Madagascar and Ethiopia, where he graduated high school.  In 

those African nations where they resided, his parents encouraged water system and agricultural 

development.  They also planted their own family gardens that were tended by Jacob even at a 

young age.    

Such an extremely nice young man and certainly an asset to the Extension Service, Jacob is 

single now but hopes to have a family someday as well as his own garden.  When asked what 

his favorite food is, I see his face light as he pipes up, ñPizza and Ethiopian food.ò   

Welcome, Jacob! Weôre glad youôre here! 

Jacob is currently planning a MG certification class for early next year in Blairsville for 

Towns, Union, and Fannin Counties.  

Submitted by:   

Brooke Nations 


